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Today, November 25th, 2017, marks one year since Fidel Castro, the historic leader of the
Cuban Revolution, took his physical leave from us.  As he desired and wished no statues have
been erected in his honour; no streets, buildings or plazas carry his name.

  

Fidel requires no physical monuments. He is present in every struggle against imperial
domination, oppression and exploitation. His ideas resonate and pulsate in the efforts to
transform into reality the deepest aspirations of the peoples of the world to create societies
founded on justice and human dignity.

  

It is profoundly fitting that as the world marks the 1st anniversary of Fidel’s passing the people
of Cuba are posed once again before the ballot boxes in another reaffirmation of their
determination to continue along the road that Fidel forged. On January 1st, 1959, the Cuban
people under the leadership of Fidel took control of their country and destiny. Their successful
resistance of the empire is the concrete reflection of the principled and dignified politics and
leadership of Fidel.

  

No words can adequately convey the transcendent and singular meaning of Fidel; his
significance extends far beyond the geographical boundaries of Cuba. Since its inception, the
Cuban Revolution, under Fidel's leadership, has established an unparalleled legacy of
internationalism and humanitarianism.

  

José Martí declared, “Trenches made of ideas are stronger than those made of stones' and “a
just cause -even one buried in the depths of a cave - is mightier than an army.”

  

Fidel is still with us in the trenches, shoulder-to-shoulder with us in our struggle to bring into
being a better world, demonstrating what can be achieved by holding aloft the banners of
Justice, Peace, Socialism, Internationalism and Human Dignity. His legacy continues to be a
living testament and inspiration.

  

In this spirit, we declare along with the peoples of the world:
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¡Fidel Presente, Siempre! Fidel Is Ever Present!

  

On behalf of the Canadian Network On Cuba

  

Isaac Saney
CNC Co-Chair & National-spokesperson

  

Excerpts from speech by Cuban President Fidel Castro to the 34th UN General Assembly, in his
position as chairman of the nonaligned countries movement, October 12, 1979.

  

“I speak in the name of the children in the world who do not have a piece of bread. I speak in
the name of the sick who do not have medicine. I speak on behalf of those whose right to life
and human dignity have been denied…I am here to warn that either injustice and inequalities
are solved peacefully and wisely, or the future is going to be apocalyptic. The sound of
weapons, of threatening words and hegemony in the international arena must cease.  Enough
of the illusion that the world's problems can be solved with nuclear weapons. Bombs might kill
the hungry, the sick and the ignorant, but they cannot kill hunger, disease, ignorance and the
people's just rebellion. In the holocaust, the wealthy will also die. They are the ones that stand
to lose the most in this world. Let us say farewell to arms and concentrate in a civilized manner
on the most urgent problems of our time. This is the responsibility and most sacred duty of
every statesman in the world. Furthermore, this is an indispensable requirement for humanity's
survival.”
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